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About Gaurav “GP” Pal 

Mr. Pal is currently Program Manager for Recovery.gov 2.0  

and has successfully led the implementation of the Reporting  

System in various capacities since August 2009. He has over 

17 years of Information Technology Modernization 

experience for Public sector and Commercial customers in  

various industries including Federal Spending Data, 

Logistics/Inventory Management, Healthcare, Financial 

Services and Insurance. 

 

Mr. Pal was recently recognized as a Federal Computer Week 

(FCW) Rising Star 2011 for helping drive the evolution of  

Recovery.gov, which included its migration to a public cloud 

and the addition of visualization features, Web 2.0 widgets 

and Mobile Applications. Mr. Pal has an MBA from the  

University of Maryland and a BS in Computer Science. 
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American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 
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1) The website shall provide materials explaining what this Act means for 
citizens. The materials shall be easy to understand and regularly updated. 

2) The website shall provide accountability information, including findings from 
audits, inspectors general, and the Government Accountability Office. 

3) The website shall provide data on relevant economic, financial, grant, and 
contract information in user-friendly visual presentations to enhance public 
awareness of the use of covered funds. 

4) The website shall provide detailed data on contracts awarded by the Federal 
Government that expend covered funds, including information about the 
competitiveness of the contracting process, information about the process 
that was used for the award of contracts, and for contracts over $500,000 a 
summary of the contract. 

5) The website shall include printable reports on covered funds obligated by 
month to each State and congressional district. 

6) The website shall provide a means for the public to give feedback on the 
performance of contracts that expend covered funds. 

7) The website shall include detailed information on Federal Government 
contracts and grants that expend covered funds, to include the data 
elements required to comply with the Federal Funding Accountability and 
Transparency Act of 2006 (Public Law 109-282), allowing aggregate reporting 
on awards below $25,000 or to individuals, as prescribed by the Director of 
the Office of Management and Budget. 

8) The website shall provide a link to estimates of the jobs sustained or created 
by the Act. 

9) The website shall provide a link to information about announcements of 
grant competitions and solicitations for contracts to be awarded. 

10) The website shall include appropriate links to other government websites 
with information concerning covered funds, including Federal agency and 
State websites. 

11) The website shall include a plan from each Federal agency for using funds 
made available in this Act to the agency. 

12) The website shall provide information on Federal allocations of formula 
grants and awards of competitive grants using covered funds. 

13) The website shall provide information on Federal allocations of mandatory 
and other entitlement programs by State, county, or other appropriate 
geographical unit. 

14) To the extent practical, the website shall provide, organized by the location 
of the job opportunities involved, links to and information about how to 
access job opportunities, including, if possible, links to or information about 
local employment agencies, job banks operated by State workforce 
agencies, the Department of Labor's CareerOneStop website, State, local and 
other public agencies receiving Federal funding, and private firms 
contracted to perform work with Federal funding, in order to direct job 
seekers to job opportunities created by this Act. 

15) The website shall be enhanced and updated as necessary to carry out the 
purposes of this subtitle. 

H.R. 1 §1526 1. Provide easily accessible 

information to the public on 

Recovery spending and 

results 

2. Promote official data in 

public debate 

3. Provide fair and open 

access to Recovery 

opportunities 

4. Enable public accountability 

for Recovery spending 

5. Promote an understanding 

of the local impact of 

Recovery spending 

http://www.smartronix.com/


www.smartronix.com © 2010 Smartronix, Inc.     

Recipient Reporting – Transformation in Spending Data Collection 
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• The Public 

• Recipients 

• Press 

• Concerned Citizens 

• Administration 

• Special Interests 

• Congress 

• State and Local Gov 

• Agencies 

• RATB 

• Watchdogs 

• Academia and NGOs 

Issue Reporting 

Agencies 

Recipients 

Data 

Visualization 

Press 
Data 

Warehouse 

Social 

Media 

 Data is published within 30 days of filing with rigorous data quality 

 True single source of information on all federal spending (ARRA) 

 Shows impact of “sub-recipient” reporting 

 Immutable award_key identifies awards through business key  
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Recipient Reporting Yields Richer Data 
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Agency reported data 

Recipient reported data 
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Recovery.gov is a reliable source for all ARRA Spending 
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Results of search for “Solyndra” on Recovery.gov and USASpending.gov on 11/14/2011 at 2.45pm 
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Understand and Track Spending:  Geographical Impact of Sub-recipient 
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Top Cities with NSF Funding by 

Prime Funds Awarded 

(traditional way) 

Top 10 Cities with NSF Funding 

by Local Amount  

(includes sub-recipient funding) 
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Understand and Track Spending: Prime and Sub-recipients  
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Top Recipients of NSF Funding 

by Prime Funds Awarded 

(traditional way) 

 

U Wash is 6# 

Top Recipient of NSF Funding 

by Local Amount  

(includes sub-recipient funding) 

 

U Wash is #2 
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Benefits of using Cloud Technologies 

• Cost Avoidance by moving to cloud ~ $1.75 million 

• Increased flexibility / lower lifecycle costs 

• Faster provisioning and ability to add capability on demand 

• Increased performance under high web demand 
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Conclusion - Transparency drives Accountability 

• Key lessons learned from Recovery.gov 

− Recipient reporting can transform federal spending tracking and 

monitoring; improve data quality 

 

− New technologies like cloud computing, social media, mashups, 

mobile, GIS help make data more accessible for the NOW Generation 

 

• The Future: Recovery.gov is a first step. Next steps include…  

− Refinements for impact and performance reporting;  

 

− Reducing the overall compliance burden by removing redundant 

reports and forms 
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